Draft Memo for Internal Use


MEMORANDUM: Why we will continue to practice “Drop, Cover, Hold On”
From:

To:

Date:

Every year, at every school, in the 



School District, students and staff practice two (2) “Drop, Cover, Hold On” drills in accordance with KRS 158.163.  They practice getting under desks and chairs to protect themselves during an earthquake.  This drill is an essential element of the district’s and each individual school’s Safe School Plan.  To see why we do it, one only needs to look at our most recent earthquake history.

In California, after both the 1994 Northridge Earthquake and the 1987 Whittier Narrows Earthquake, the local emergency rooms were filled with people who had been injured during the quake.  These people had been hurt by things in their immediate environment that had broken or become air-born.  Emergency response personnel saw people cut by broken glass, hit by falling objects and hurt by the simple, normal objects that surround us all.

               School District personnel work every day to make sure               School District classrooms are as safe as possible.  The district will continue to make non-structural mitigation a priority by striving to make areas safe by attaching school furniture to the walls so that students would not be injured in an earthquake.  Despite our best efforts, we have glass windows and other objects that could possibly hurt students if they break or go flying. 

Students and staff practice the “Drop, Cover, Hold On” drill to protect themselves from being injured by objects in their classroom.  Our first responsibility is to prevent or to reduce the number of injured students at any event. 

Schools in California are built to a higher construction standard; it is mandated by the Field Act, passed as a response to the 1933 Long Beach Earthquake.  Stronger building codes throughout the United States have made buildings more durable.  During the Northridge quake they did not see school buildings suffer from total structural failure (collapse).  School buildings are designed to stay up so that people will be able to escape.  At some schools they did see buildings flex, crack, shift and become unusable, but they did not see total building failure because that is the way they are designed.

Remember, the “Drop, Cover, Hold On” drill is only one part of an earthquake survival program.  Parents, students, and staff also need to have an emergency kit in their home, car and desk.  (For assistance see the Red Cross Web Site http://www.redcross.org/)  We also need to have a plan that helps us stay calm and gives us assurance that we will be reunited with our loved ones.  Schools have plans, individuals and families need them as well.  Time and again it has been shown that the people who do the best during any emergency are the ones who are prepared.  Let’s all work to become prepared to help us respond to and recover from disasters.  
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

