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Governor Beshear Proclaims Earthquake Awareness Month  
 
FRANKFORT, KY: (Insert Date) – Governor Steve Beshear has proclaimed February 2010 as Earthquake Awareness Month in Kentucky.  During this time, emergency managers across the Commonwealth will be working with their first responders, schools, businesses and industries to raise awareness for earthquake preparedness. 

We have seen the devastating effects of the catastrophic earthquake which struck Haiti.  A similar earthquake in the New Madrid Seismic Zone would severely impact Kentucky.  Buildings would collapse; public services and communications we depend on daily would fail.  While we can’t stop a quake, we can prepare to reduce its impact.

While an earthquake along the New Madrid Seismic Zone is the focus of our preparedness efforts, earthquakes can happen any time, anywhere in Kentucky.  It is critical that our citizens, communities and schools prepare for this and all types of natural disasters.  

"Earthquakes are unpredictable,” stated Steve Oglesby, Kentucky Division of Emergency Management (KyEM) earthquake program manager. “Unlike the weather, scientists cannot predict an earthquake.  The possibility of a major earthquake effecting Kentucky cannot be taken for granted.”  Oglesby continued by adding, “As a potential victim of a quake, you need to prepare yourself, your home and your workplace so it is as safe as possible during shaking.”  

As part of Earthquake Awareness Month, Kentucky elementary schools will be teaching the new KyEM Earthquake Awareness Educational Program.  It will help third through fifth graders learn how earthquakes occur and how to prepare for the shaking.  Sponsored by KyEM, it was developed by two teachers from Franklin County, Kentucky, Tiffany Lottes and Sarah Gregory.  It has also been endorsed by the Kentucky Center for School Safety.  After its classroom kickoff the first week of February, the program will be downloadable from KyEM’s web site or the Kentucky Center for School Safety web site. 

According to KyEM Director John W. Heltzel, the emphasis of the curriculum is to teach children more about earthquakes and how they can be better prepared at school and at home.  The program is also designed to encourage participation at home and involve parents and adults.  “As far as I know, this is the first initiative of its kind in Kentucky and we’re excited to offer it for teachers, students and parents to learn more about earthquakes and help understand their devastating effects.” Heltzel added, “We know we cannot prevent earthquakes from happening, but education is the key to preparing for such an event.”

Along with the Earthquake Awareness Educational Program, local officials and businesses are encouraged to participate in an earthquake drill some time during the month.  This drill is designed to promote earthquake awareness, educate school children, as well as the general public and businesses, on what to do in the event of an earthquake and steps to protect themselves.  
“As elected officials it is our responsibility to educate and prepare to protect our citizens against all hazards, including earthquakes.  It is also the responsibility of each citizen to educate and protect themselves”, said (insert name), As (insert official’s title) I encourage each of you to learn more about the hazards of earthquake and how you can mitigate your risks.”

County emergency director information, KYEM Earthquake Program information and other valuable resources and links can be found on our website at: http://kyem.ky.gov . 
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