

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

_________________, SAR Team, of ___________County

AND

___________County
This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby made and entered into by and between  __________,             County, hereinafter referred to as SAR Team, and _________ County
The purpose of this MOU is to clarify and streamline the approval processes for search and rescue in wilderness and urban searches.
A. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:

Whereas, the SAR Team has the responsibility for Search and Rescue Operations on all lands within _________ County.

It is in the mutual benefit of both parties to develop search and rescue procedures in Wilderness that are well-defined, responsive to life-threatening situations in a timely manner, and that protect the Wilderness resource.  

1.  RESCUE

a.  Removal of people with life-threatening injuries; (i.e. heart attack, stroke, serious bleeding, fractured skull, unconsciousness, etc.).

b.  Removal of people whenever there is the strong possibility that an injury may be life-threatening or a situation where an individual may face a life-threatening situation (i.e. unusual snowfall, winter storm approaching, etc.).

c.  Removal of deceased persons.

2.  SEARCH
a.  When there is a good reason to believe that the person being searched for has a life-threatening injury.

b.  When there is good reason to believe the lost person will be placed in a life-threatening situation such as a result of a predicted adverse change in the weather; (i.e. a person was lightly-dressed and snow storm is predicted, etc.).

E.  IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES THAT:

1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA).  Any information furnished to the Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

2. MODIFICATION.  Modifications within the scope of the instrument shall be made by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all parties, prior to any changes being performed. 

3. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.  This instrument in no way restricts the Forest Service or the Cooperator(s) from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

4. TERMINATION.  Any of the parties, in writing, may terminate the instrument in whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.
5. NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT.  This instrument is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document.  Any endeavor or transfer of anything of value involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to this instrument will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for Government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  This instrument does not provide such authority.  Specifically, this instrument does not establish authority for noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or other agreement.  Any contract or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable requirements for competition.

6. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE.  This instrument is executed as of the date of last signature and is effective through (date) at which time it will expire unless extended.

7.   DEFINITIONS.  Definitions are found in Appendix 1. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the last written date below.

The preceding two pages are an outline for a mutual aid agreement between counties and in no way reflects a legal or binding agreement.  Please use as template only and consult with your county Emergency Manager and County attorney for proper language and formatting. 
