Revisions to Hazardous Chemical
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Communication Requirements
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EPCRA ENFORCEMENT SECTION

EPCRA Tier I and Tier II Inventory
Forms Revisions
Final Rule July 13, 2012 (77 FR 41300)
Effective Date is January 1, 2014
The rule revised the Tier I and Tier II inventory forms by adding
some new mandatory data elements and some new optional data
elements in the facility identification and contact information
sections of both forms. It also revised some existing data elements in
the Tier II chemical reporting section
* It should be noted that at this time, no state accepts Tier I
Inventory reporting forms

New Mandatory Inventory Reporting
Data Elements
 Facilities must include latitude and longitude
 Facilities must document their EPCRA TRI and CAA

RMP identification numbers, if applicable
 Facilities must indicate whether the location is manned
or unmanned
 Facilities must report the maximum number of
occupants that may be present at the facility at any one
time

New Mandatory Data Elements
(continued)
 Facilities must indicate whether it is subject to EPCRA

Section 302 – Storage of Extremely Hazardous Substances
 Facilities must indicate whether it is subject to CAA Section
112(r)(7) – RMP a.k.a. Accident Prevention Program
 Facilities must include contact information (name, title,
email address, phone number ) for their emergency
coordinator, contact information for the person responsible
for the Tier I or Tier II report content, and the email address
for the owner/operator and facility 24-hour emergency
phone number

Changes Unique to the Tier II Form
 The revised Tier II form will include the table of range codes

and amounts for reporting maximum amount and average
daily amount – previously, only the Tier I form included this
table
 Separate data fields have been added to the Tier II form for
reporting inventories of pure chemicals versus mixtures
 Instead of simply selecting from available storage type
/condition codes, facilities must provide actual written
descriptions for storage types and conditions

Changes Unique to the Tier II Form
(continued)
 The Tier II form was revised to include any additional state

or local mandated reporting requirements
 The Tier II form also allows owners/operators to voluntarily
report hazardous chemicals that are below the reporting
thresholds

Revisions to OSHA’s Hazard
Communication Standard
Final Rule – March 26, 2012 (77 FR 17574)
Rule harmonizes OSHA’s hazard communication standard
(HCS) with the United Nation’s Globally Harmonized
System (GHS) of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals
Prior to this rule, OSHA’s HCS did not prescribe any
particular format for container or work place safety
labeling, or for documenting material safety data sheets
(MSDSs) for hazardous chemicals. Rather, the former HCS
allowed any format to convey information on hazards as
long as companies met certain minimum standard
requirements

Revisions to OSHA’s Hazard Communication
Standard (continued)
 What is GHS? GHS was developed by the United Nations to

promote consistent communication of the physical, health
and environmental hazards of chemicals
1. Hazard Classification – specific global criteria for
classification of health and physical hazards of pure
chemicals and mixtures
2. Standardized Labeling – signal words, pictograms,
precautionary statements
3. Standard format for Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) – specified
16-section format with consistent sequence and section
headings

Revisions to OSHA’s Hazard Communication
Standard (continued)
 What must U.S. manufacturers and importers do now?
1. Re-evaluate their chemicals with respect to GHS hazard

class and sub-categories
2. Document SDSs in the GHS standardized 16- section
format
3. Insure SDSs convey any new GHS specified hazard
information

Revisions to OSHA’s Hazard Communication
Standard (continued)
 What are the important deadlines?

December 1, 2013 – Employers must train their employees on
the new GHS labeling and SDS formats
2. June 1, 2015 – Chemical manufacturers, importers,
distributors and employers must be GHS SDS compliant
3. December 1, 2015 – Distributors must be GHS labeling
compliant
4. June 1, 2016 – Employers must update workplace safety
labeling and update hazard communication programs, to
provide employee training for newly identified GHS physical or
health hazards
1.

Communication Standard
(continued)
 What are the EPCRA Section 311 implications?

Facilities that submitted MSDSs rather than a list of
hazardous chemicals under Section 311(a) may have to
submit SDSs because Section 311(d)(2) requires owners or
operators to submit revised MSDSs to their respective
SERCs, LEPCs and responding fire departments within 3
months of finding significant new information about the
hazardous chemical for which an MSDS was previously
submitted.

HCS Pictograms and Hazards

Safety Data Sheets
formerly known as Material Safety Data Sheets or MSDSs
June 1, 2015
Section 1, Identification includes product identifier; manufacturer or
distributor name, address, phone number; emergency phone number;
recommended use; restrictions on use.
Section 2, Hazard(s) identification includes all hazards regarding the
chemical; required label elements.
Section 3, Composition/information on ingredients includes
information on chemical ingredients; trade secret claims.
Section 4, First-aid measures includes important symptoms/ effects,
acute, delayed; required treatment.
Section 5, Fire-fighting measures lists suitable extinguishing
techniques, equipment; chemical hazards from fire.
Section 6, Accidental release measures lists emergency procedures;
protective equipment; proper methods of containment and cleanup.

Section 7, Handling and storage lists precautions for safe handling and
storage, including incompatibilities.
Section 8, Exposure controls/personal protection lists OSHA's
Permissible Exposure Limits (PELs); Threshold Limit Values (TLVs);
appropriate engineering controls; personal protective equipment (PPE).
Section 9, Physical and chemical properties lists the chemical's
characteristics.
Section 10, Stability and reactivity lists chemical stability and possibility
of hazardous reactions.
Section 11, Toxicological information includes routes of exposure;
related symptoms, acute and chronic effects; numerical measures of toxicity.
Section 16, Other information, includes the date of preparation or last
revision.

Section 12, Ecological information
Section 13, Disposal considerations
Section 14, Transport information
Section 15, Regulatory information
Since other Agencies regulate this information, OSHA will not be
enforcing Sections 12 through 15

Employers must ensure that SDSs are
readily accessible to employees.
For more information: www.osha.gov

